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•• ArrasateArrasate oror MondragónMondragón ((BasqueBasque and and 

SpanishSpanish officialofficial namesnames, , MondragoeMondragoe isis an an 
unofficialunofficial BasqueBasque namename) ) -- isis a a towntown and and 
municipalitymunicipality in in GipuzkoaGipuzkoa provinceprovince, , 
BasqueBasque CountryCountry, , SpainSpain. . ThereThere areare aboutabout
25000 25000 inhabitantsinhabitants. . 

•• ItIt isis knownknown mainlymainly as as thethe placeplace of of originorigin of of 
thethe MondragónMondragón CooperativeCooperative CorporationCorporation
(MCC), (MCC), thethe world'sworld's largestlargest workerworker
cooperativecooperative, , whosewhose foundationfoundation was was 
inspiredinspired in in thethe 1940s1940s byby FatherFather José José 
MaríaMaría ArizmendiarrietaArizmendiarrieta. In . In 20022002 thethe MCC MCC 
contributedcontributed 3.7% 3.7% towardstowards thethe total GDP total GDP 
of of thethe BasqueBasque CountryCountry and 7.6% to and 7.6% to thethe
industrialindustrial GDP. GDP. TheThe valleyvalley of of thethe High High 
DebaDeba wherewhere itit isis locatedlocated enjoyedenjoyed a high a high 
levellevel of of employmentemployment in in thethe 1980s 1980s whilewhile
thethe restrest of of thethe BasqueBasque industrialindustrial areasareas
sufferedsuffered fromfrom thethe steelsteel crisiscrisis. . 
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